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Since 1989, the U.S. Global Change Research Program (USGCRP) has submitted annual reports to Congress called 
Our Changing Planet. The reports describe the status of USGCRP research activities, provide progress updates, and 
document recent accomplishments. This Fiscal Year 2021 edition of Our Changing Planet provides a summary of 
programmatic achievements, recent progress, and budgetary information for USGCRP. It thereby meets the re-
quirements set forth in the U.S. Global Change Research Act of 1990 (Section 102, P. L. 101–606) to provide an annual 
report on Federal global change research priorities and programs. It does not express any regulatory policies of the 
United States or any of its agencies, or make any findings that could serve as predicates for regulatory action.

Front Cover: An algal bloom in Lake St. Clair captured by the Operational Land Imager on the Landsat 8 satellite, 
July 28, 2015. Credit: NASA Earth Observatory image by Joshua Stevens, using Landsat data from the U.S. Geological 
Survey.
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